The Evolution of Curling
The game of curling itself is more than 500 years old, with its’ true origin inconclusive.  

Did the Scots invent the game or was it the Europeans?  

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then perhaps it was invented in Holland?
Some of the earliest graphic records of the game date back to 1565. Holland’s Peter Breugel painted, “Hunters in the snow” showing a Bavarian game played with a long stick-like handle, for some this supported the theory that curling originated in continental Europe.

The first hand-written record of what could be called curling dates back to February 1540 in Scotland.  To support the theory that game was first played in Scotland, evidence of what is believed to be some of the first curling stones turned up when an old pond in Scotland was drained, these stones were inscribed with the date 1511, and 1551.

Either way, by the 18th century, curling had become a common past-time in Scotland. 

By the mid-1800’s, the Scots had formalized curling rules of play and equipment and had established the “mother club” of curlers worldwide, The Royal Caledonian Club

The game of curling spread like wildfire throughout the world with the efforts of thousands of Scottish soldiers.  In North America, curling dates back to the late 1700’s. The oldest Curling club in North America is The Royal Montreal Curling Club which was established in 1807.

Regardless of who first invented the game, Canada has more curlers in total than any other country in the world.

Around the House

Christmas Break

The last day of curling before the Christmas break will be on Tuesday December 23rd, 2008.  Evening Leagues will resume on Friday January 2, 2008.
Men’s Open Bonspiel will be held Jan 23-25th, 2009 we are still looking for individuals and teams.  

Penticton Curling club will be home to the Men’s Masters (70 plus_ Regional Playdowns, January 14-16th

We will be holding our First Ladies 2010 Provincial Meeting on Thursday January 22nd, 5:30 at The Penticton Curling Club, everyone is welcome.

The Curling Club is “Putting on The Ritz”  for New Years, tickets are $30.00 in advance, and will include a 9:00 pm  appy buffet, midnight snacks, and complimentary champagne at Midnight.  D.J. provided by Affordable D.J. Services.
Time to Reflect
As we move into a new year it is important to reflect on the past year and recognize that The Penticton Curling Club has grown and prospered, thanks to the efforts, commitment and dedication of many people.  Thank you to The Board of Directors, and our members for your participation and support in 2008.
Until Next Year..

May Peace, and happiness be with you always!

