So you want to learn to Curl?

You've watched curling on TV, read about it in the newspaper and now you're ready to try it yourself, right?

Don’t let all the jargon scare you, we have terms of endearment for almost every shot, angle and finish.

Come around, put up a guard, bump, tap, raise, hurry, and hurry hard are all expression that you commonly hear at the rink.

You need to know each term represents a possible a shot or a result of the shot, but let’s start with the basics.

Curling is a team sport with all four players shooting two rocks per end. It begins with the player we call the lead.  The “second” shoots next, and then the “third”. The skip usually shoots the last rocks, and calls the strategy for the game. The shooter will strive for three main functions:
   1. Aim (at the broom)
   2.  Weight (how heavy he throws/slides the stone)
   3.  Correct Handle during delivery” (referred to as the correct turn) to each shot


Shots are made with the intention to either to stop at a certain point on the sheet or to have enough weight to strike another rock out of play.  Strategy can be to come around, guard, tap or raise, again expressions that you commonly hear the skip say.

Each stone curls, as it proceeds down the ice based on the twist given to the handle during the delivery.  The amount of curl varies based on the ice surface and the speed of the rock. 

Sweeping— adds the element of fitness to curling because, to be effective, sweeping must be very vigorous.  The theory is that sweeping melts the ice, which reduces the friction between the running stone and the ice. This is when you will often hear, sweep, hurry and hurry hard. The result is that the stone will curl less, and slide farther.

It is true that making your shots is an important part of the game, but you also need good “skipping strategy”. The Strategy of a curling game is often compared to a game of chess, trying to set up your rocks based on your oppositions next shot. The complexity of the strategy depends on the level of experience and experience of the skips.  
Points or Scoring ---  Scoring is simple. A team receives one point for each of their rocks that are within the house and are closer to the center than any of the opposition's stones. The team that scores throws first rock in the next end. 
Okay, clearer now?  I thought so… 

 The Penticton Curling Club has qualified coaches that will provide basic instruction for the beginner enthusiast that wants to learn some of the basics. 
Around the House
Six  teams from Penticton travelled to Summerland for the Men’s open bonspiel.

The Steve Gjuikch Rink and won the “C” division final while, The Brad Wood rink lost in the “A” division final.
Member Appreciation Party will be held Saturday Dec 20/08 3-9 p.m.

Entertainment, turkey shoot, Baron of Beef Buffet and prizes.

The Penticton Curling Club will be putting on the Ritz again this year with our annual New Years Eve Party on December 21, 2008  9 p.m.- 1:30 a.m

Music by:  Affordable D.J. Services.   Appy buffet at 9:00. Midnight Snacks  

Men’s Open Bonspiel will be held Jan 23-25th, 2009 we are still looking for individuals and teams.  

Penticton Curling club will be home to the Men’s Masters (70 plus_ Regional Playdowns, January 14-16th
