The Spirit of Curling

I’m happy to say “the spirit of curling is alive and well in Penticton”. 

Most of our leagues are on the rise again this year, thanks to so many of our existing members for promoting the sport of curling in Penticton.

This is not true of all curling clubs in Canada.  A recent trip to Southern Ontario, and a visit with a General Manager of a local curling club tells me that not every club is prospering.  This particular club has been declining in number for the past several years.  He tells me there are a few attributing factors to the decrease, one being competing clubs in a very close proximity to their club.  Another is lack of interest of promoting the junior and high school programs at the club.  It’s important to be aware that our future members are the juniors and the high school students that take up curling as part of the physical education curriculum.

I am proud to say that The Penticton Curling Club has many dedicated coaches, parents and teachers that dedicate a few hours every week to the young people of Penticton.

The spirit of curling continues…

Yes, curling is a game of skill and tradition but lets not forget the etiquette or as we fondly refer to it as “the spirit of curling”.  This is what sets us apart from all other sports.
The spirit behind the game depends on good sportsmanship, common courtesies, and honorable conduct. While not in the rulebooks, curling etiquette goes a long way towards an enjoyable game of curling. Here are a few common courtesies that we can all benefit from.

Before the game

Arrive in plenty of time, at least 10 minutes early to change shoes and/or clothes. Be ready to hit the

ice at the scheduled time. Seven other people are depending on you.

Clean shoes are a must.  Ideally curling shoes or soft-soled shoes dedicated to curling. Try not to

wear your street shoes on the ice as you may accidentally track in mud, sand, or salt.

During the game

If your team leads off on any particular end, the lead should gather his or her rock and get in the

hack, clean the stone, and begin the pre-shot routine. Be ready to deliver the stone as soon as the

skip asks for it. This keeps the game moving quickly.
If you are the next curler, put on your slider or remove your gripper. It’s OK to watch your opponent’s shot, but not so long that you can’t be ready for your own.
Do we really need to tell you not to answer the cell phone while you are out on the ice? I thought not.

After the game

The game ends with handshakes all around and sincere congratulations to the winners.

Around the Club
Drum roll please…   The Penticton Curling Club has been awarded the 2010 Ladies Provincial Scottie, to be held Jan 5-10, 2010.  Congratulations Penticton, this is a great opportunity to showcase our curling club and great city.

We are offering yet another Free Curling Clinic on Saturday November 15th from 1-3 p.m.  Please call the club to register. Our last clinic brought out a record breaking number of enthusiastic participants.

The Ladies Open Bonspiel is Nov 21-23rd. Please call 492-5647. there are still lots of openings.

The Penticton Curling has just purchased a Defribillator. The initial training will provide 12 people with the necessary skills to operate the Defribillator.  We will be running a second training session for those interested.

The Junior Program is underway now.  If you have a child between the ages 7-14 and are looking for a fun and affordable sport, look no further, call us.   For $55.00 for the year, The Curling Club provides coaches and equipment necessary to curl.  Contact Gary at 492-5647

